
 

PRESS RELEASE 

UK Regulations for fracking not adequate 

A new report commissioned by DECC1 confirms fears that UK Regulations to ensure protection of the 

environment during fracking are not adequate.  It now appears that good practice in hydraulic 

fracturing was not established before Cuadrilla Resources drilled and hydraulically fracked wells at 

Preece Hall near Blackpool.  Adequate seismic studies of the area were not done before fracking 

began.  The current report includes a “Best Practice Outline” with 11 recommendations for hydraulic 

fracturing, including “Avoidance of fracturing near faults/subsurface structures” and “microseismic 

monitoring”.   

The report admits that “detailed knowledge of faulting in the basin is poor… it is not possible to state 

categorically that no further earthquakes will be experienced during a similar treatment in a nearby 

well”.  Nevertheless, it states that “there is no reason why Cuadrilla Resources should not be allowed 

to proceed” and recommends “cautious continuation” of fracking at Preece Hall while commenting 

that further fracking operations “should be regarded as being exploratory in nature”.    

“This is a very worrying development”, said Dr Aedín McLoughlin, Director of Good Energies Alliance 

Ireland.  “It is extraordinary that a recommendation be made to continue fracking in Preece Hall, 

when clearly what is happening is essentially an experiment with people and the environment at 

risk.  In a breath-taking example of closing the stable door after the horse has bolted, best practice is 

identified in the article, after shale gas exploration and hydraulic fracturing has started!”  

“This emphasises the fact that current UK regulations are not adequate to cope with the problems 

caused by fracking, and permission to carry out hydraulic fracturing has been given prematurely.  It 

also shows what happens when regulations are not in place – oil and gas companies will take any 

short cuts they can to save money to the detriment of people or the environment.  The area that 

was fracked is known to have faults and the company involved went ahead regardless.” 

“Earthquakes are only one of the issues associated with fracking.  Fracking involves many stages 

which have the potential to damage the environment, including ground and surface water 

contamination, air pollution, excessive land use and land contamination.  Are we going to see other 

disasters in Britain and Northern Ireland brought about because UK policy supports fracking in spite 

of lack of adequate studies being done of the social and environmental effects of this industry and 

lack of adequate regulation?” 
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