
 

PRESS RELEASE 

Good Energies Alliance Ireland welcomes the EPA report on fracking and states that it is a balanced 

report and emphasises the lack of knowledge globally about the effects, especially long-term effects, 

of shale gas extraction.  

 “We are delighted that this report backs up what GEAI has been saying since it was founded.  We do 

not know enough about this process, serious risks are identified, and there should be no decision to 

allow fracking while damage to our water, air and people is possible,” said Dr Aedín McLoughlin, 

GEAI director.  “Important studies are being carried out in US and EU on fracking and will be 

published by 2014.  At the very least, we in Ireland must wait until these reports are finalised, as well 

as the more comprehensive report to be commissioned by EPA Ireland, before any decisions on the 

issuing of further licences are taken.” 

She pointed out the many gaps in the published report.  “The terms of reference for this document 

were very narrow and did not include study of the Irish, rather than the US, situation.  It also did not 

include any impacts of the process of gas extraction other than hydraulic fracturing (injection of 

fluids underground at high pressure).  Some of these are very serious and must be included in the 

more detailed report to be commissioned by the EPA: 

 Land use (100,000 acres), intense industrialisation and damage to habitats 

 Drilling and disposal of millions of tons of drilling waste  

 Traffic, damage to infrastructure and air pollution problems 

 Contamination of surface water (lakes and rivers) through accidents and blow-outs 

 Social, community and health impacts 

Dr McLoughlin criticises the summary of the report, calling it ‘misleading’.  “The report states that 

there is a low and probably manageable risk to ground water from fracking.  In the context of the 

current proposal for fracking in Ireland, this is incorrect.  The statement refers to hydraulic 

fracturing alone, not to the whole gas extraction process, as most people understand by the word 

‘fracking’.  It refers to the US operation, where fracking takes place up to 4,000m below ground; the 

Irish proposal is to frack at 500m, far too shallow for safety.  Also, aquifers are found below as well 

as above the shale layer in Northwest Ireland, resulting in a very high risk of contamination of our 

ground water if fracking is carried out.” 
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