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Description of France  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

France  
 

Capital: Paris  

Language: French  

 

 

Area: 643,000 km², the  1st in Europe 

Maritime area: 11,035,000 km²- 2nd largest in 

the world  

Population: 66,000,000, the 3 rd in Europe 

 

GDP: 6th in the world, 3 rd in EU 

GDP growth: 0.3% (Q4 2015) 

Unemployment:  10.5% (Q4 2015) 
 

 

Government: Unitary semi-presidential 

republic  

Legislature: National Assembly (577 deputies) 

and Senate (348 senators)  
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Link:  

Current economic 

indicators of 

France  

http://www.tradingeconomics.com/france/indicators


Shale gas supplies in France  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important estimation  

of shale gas supplies  

 

2011:  

Evaluation estimated  by the 

International  Energy Agency  

 

Ý France could  have the  second 

largest  shale gas resource  in 

Europe,  with  two main basins 

in the northeast  and southeast, 

if  estimates are correct .  

 

Ý Estimates are from an American 

source and have never  been 

verified  by France .   
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Shale gas supplies in France  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fracking regulation  

 

In France, the Minister  of  Environment  

has the  power  to  award  drilling  licences . 

Companies must respect national  and local  

regulations .   
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Fracking exploration  

 

March 2010:  

The Minister of Environment issue fracking  

exploration  licences.   

=> To know exactly  the size of French shale 

gas and petrol  supplies.  

Map legend:  
BLUE: Licences awarded 
YELLOW: Licences under 
considaration 



Movements against fracking in France  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Large mobilisation  against fracking  

 

In reaction  to these licences, some 

environmental  organisations created anti -

fracking  movements  and started  a 

national  petition .  

 

ÝFollowing the �D�F�W�L�Y�L�V�W�V�· work,  the 

fracking debate became a national  

issue.  
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Local and 

national 

protests were 

important.  

 

The public 

polling was 

against fracking.  


