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Description of Spain  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Capital: Madrid 

Language: Spanish,  
and regional languages 

 

Area: 505,990 km², the 2nd in Europe  

Population: 46,439,864 peoples, the 5th in Europe  

 

Economy: 5th in Europe  

GDP growth: 3.8% (Q4 2015) 

Unemployment: 20.9% (Q4 2015) 

2008: Financial crisis and Property bubble 

 

Political system:  

Unitary parliamentary constitutional monarchy  

1978: Constitution monarchial after 36 years of 

Franco’s dictatorship. 

 

Current King of Spain: Felipe VI, following the 

abdication of his father Juan Carlos I.   
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Link:  

Current economic 

indicators of Spain 

http://www.tradingeconomics.com/spain/indicators


Description of Spain  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central political system 

 

Monarch: The role of the King is personification and 

embodiment of the Spanish State => Just symbolic role 

 

Executive power: 

President of the Government : Mariano Rajoy, since 

2011, conservative.  

 

Legislative power: Two houses compose the National 

Parliament  

Congress of Deputies: 350 deputies, proportional 

representation 

Senate: 265 senators, territorial representation   
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Regional political system  

 

Regional governments: 19 Autonomous communities  

All Autonomous communities have a parliamentary 

form of government.  

Local power limited by the Constitution and by laws 

voted in the National Parliament.  



Energetic context in Spain  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dependence on energy from fossil fuels (Unit in Ktoe = kilotonne of oil equivalent, Link to explanation)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spain consumes 118,413 Ktoe on average per year but 

produces only 33,623 Ktoe of primary energy.  

 

Natural Gas: 23,664 Ktoe consumed / 21 Ktoe produced. 

Petrol: 50,740 consumed / 311 Ktoe produced.  
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Link: 

Annual 

Report 

Energy in 

Spain, from 

the Ministry 

[ES] 

Link: 

Spanish 

Ministry of 

Industry, 

Energy and 

Tourism. 

Reports and 

Studies 

online [EN 

and ES] 

http://www.minetur.gob.es/energia/balances/Balances/LibrosEnergia/La_Energ%C3%ADa_2014.pdf
http://www.minetur.gob.es/en-US/Paginas/index.aspx


Context Energy in Spain  
 

 

 

 

There are important oil and gas networks 

covering the country. Spain is very 

dependent  

on hydrocarbon imports. 50% of its 

energy consumption is from Petrol and 

17% from gas.  

Shale gas: opportunity?  

According to pro-fracking industry, Spain needs to 

develop its domestic production of natural gas to be 

more independent. 

 

March 2016: 

All the oil and gas extracted in Spain is consumed in 

a year and a half day.  
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Link: Press 

article from 

Spanish national 

daily newspaper 

which explains 

the situation [ES] 

Studies diminishing enthusiasm  

2013:  

“Environmental Recommendations Regarding Measures 

to Consider and Corrective Preventive Projects related 

to Exploration and Exploitation Hydrocarbons by 

Technical Hydraulic Fracturing” by the Geological and 

Mining Institute of Spain 

=> Fracking could pollute aquifers and the 

atmosphere, and cause earthquakes 

Link: Study 

from the 

Geological and 

Mining Institute 

of Spain [ES] 

http://www.abc.es/economia/abci-todo-crudo-y-extrae-espana-consume-y-medio-201603250312_noticia.html
http://web.ua.es/es/fracking/documentos/documentos-de-interes/igme-recomendaciones.pdf


Fracking in Spain  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spanish Government  

supports pro-fracking 
  

October 2013: 

The government amended Article 9 of a 1998 

hydrocarbon exploration Act, to include 

hydraulic fracturing under the permitted 

exploration techniques for the oil and gas sector.  

Objectives:  

- 1% of operating profit goes to the landowner ;  

- Operating profits are taxed at 8% in favour of 

local authorities fund.  
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Mariano Rajoy, Prime Minister since 2011   

Map of Spain with difference hydraulic fracturing licenses   

Link:  

Art.9, Hydrocarbon 

Exploration Act [ES] 

Link:  

Map of petrol and 

gas exploration and 

extraction  Licences 

in Spain  [ES] 

https://www.boe.es/buscar/act.php?id=BOE-A-1998-23284
https://www.boe.es/buscar/act.php?id=BOE-A-1998-23284


Fracking in Spain  
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Local authorities against fracking   

 

 Anti-fracking text adopted by local 

assemblies: 
  

April 2013: Cantabria and La Rioja   

=> Two Autonomous Communities led by 

the national main party, ’Partido Popular’  
 

September 2013: Navarra  
 

Febuary 2014: Catalonia  

 

December 2014: Andalucia  

(Moratoria for two years)  
 

Other Provinces and Municipalities 

adopted anti-fracking text despite pro-

fracking support from central 

Government.  

Map of Spain with anti-fracking text adopted by Autonomous 

Communities, Provinces and Munipalities.   

Map legend:  
PINK: Autonomous 
Communities 
BEIGE: Provinces 
BROWN: 
Municipalities   

Link:  

www.fracturahidraulicano.info  

Spanish Anti-fracking website 

[ES] 

http://www.fracturahidraulicano.info/


Fracking in Spain  
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Constitutional cases   
 

The Government has contested each anti-fracking 

local texts in the Constitutional Court.  

 October 2013: According to Constitutional Judges, 

local authorities haven’t the power to regulate 

fracking.  

 The Constitutional Court has made the same 

judgment in all other cases since.  

Anti-fracking activists in front  

of Constitutional Court  

Other way to ban fracking?   
 

Febuary 2014: 

Catalonia has modificated its planning and zoning 

rules so that fracking activities become impossible in 

non-developable land “when it has negative 

effects” 

 

March 2015: 

Government has contested also these modifications.   

=> But in this case the Constitutional Court 

declared new Catalonian planning rules conform.  

Example of anti-fracking demonstration in Spain 

Link:  

Article167 of this 

Catalonia Act [ES-CT] 

Link:  

Judgement of 

Constructional Court 

about Catalonia [ES] 

http://noticias.juridicas.com/base_datos/CCAA/522139-l-2-2014-de-27-ene-ca-catalunaro-medidas-fiscales-administrativas-financieras.html#a167
http://noticias.juridicas.com/base_datos/CCAA/522139-l-2-2014-de-27-ene-ca-catalunaro-medidas-fiscales-administrativas-financieras.html#a167


Fracking in Spain: Outlook  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Government which persists  
 

November 2015:  

Despite local opposition, the 

Minister of Energy declared in 

the National Congress: ”Fracking 

is a question of national 

security” and Spain ”can’t 

exclude any energy source”.  
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José Manuel Soria, Minister of Industry, 

Energy and Tourism  
(2011 to 2016, he resigned after being linked with 

offshore companies in the Panama Papers)  

Congress of Deputies has changed  

 

December 2015: General Election in Spain = Still waiting for the new Government 

=> ‘Partido Popular’ is the first Party but doesn’t have enough seat to form a 

Government.  

 The addition of different left parties is the majority.   

BUT no coalition created yet.    

 

 

First step to ban fracking in Spain 

 

March 2016: Vote in the Commission of Energy in the Congress of Deputies 

 ‘Prohibition of exploration and exploitation of hydrocarbons by hydraulic 

fracturing’ 

 Now: Pending the debate and vote in the Congress of Deputies.  

 

April 2016:  

Minister of Energy  

“How is it possible that a country that depends 100 percent on oil imports can make 

this decision, not even knowing whether or not resources exist?”  

Link:   

Ant-fracking bill 

voted in Commission 

of Energy [ES] 

Currently: There is no drilling yet but a hundred fracking 

projects are applying to have fracking authorisations from 

competent authorities.   

http://www.congreso.es/portal/page/portal/Congreso/PopUpCGI?CMD=VERLST&BASE=pu11&DOCS=1-1&DOCORDER=LIFO&QUERY=(BOCG-11-D-32.CODI.)(Página22)

